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It seems to be with some stupendous Works of Art, as with those of Nature: the Surprize and Admiration they 
excite, render Praise not only superfluous, but also shew it inadequate to the Subject producing them . ( 
Among such Instances we conceive the following Pieces of Harmony to be meritoriously enumerated . ۱ 
The 48 Preludes and Fugues, the first 12 of which are here presented to the Musical World (in a more correct 


manner than they have ever yet appeared, even in the Country where they were constructed) have always been ге- 


garded by the most scientific among scientific Musicians,( the Germans) as matchless Productions. 

These introductory Remarks are not designed as a Panegyric upon Compositions which have perpetually de- 
lighted the candid Lover of Truth, Science, Taste, and Expression,and even extorted the Approbation of those whose 
Prejudices had formerly superseded their better Judgement. 3 F 
Too many there are who illiberally confine their notions of musical Excellence to the Compositions of .one 
Country only, (and even still more absurdly to one Composer.) _ As our Acquaintance with the Excellence to be 
found(more or less)in all Countries becomes more extended, these narrow and ill-founded Prepossessions will ne- ^ 
cessarily diminish, until we may reasonably hope they will be finally exterminated. MS. 

The chief Intention of this prefatory Address is to recommend and explain the most eligible Method of studying 
and practising these immortal Exercises, for the Advancement of all who are desirous of forming a' perfect and 
symmetrical Style of Counterpoint, and of manual Execution on the Organ, Piano Forte, or Harpsichord, both which 
Purposes they will soon be found amply to answer . | 
| Towards а solid and permanent Improvement in musical Composition, we recommend as the best Method,to set the 
following Fugues in Score. _ This must be done attentively and carefully, and will not be found a Task of much Dif- 
ficulty, when it is remembered that the Number of Parts in which every one is composed, is previously expressed at 
the Head of the Page commencing each Fugue, from those іп two Parts to those in five: therefore the Student has 
only to peruse the said Notices (whether of two, three, four, or five Parts) and he will then be able readily to arrange 
them on ruled Paper, in their proper Number and Order. оса í em 

Moreover, great Advantage will be hence derived to those desirous of perfecting themselves in the Viola Clef d | 
(placed upon the third Line) and consequently the Method proposed will become eminently useful to those Performers | 
who study the Tenor Violin in Instrumental Quartettos; a Species of Music at present,much, and most deservedly dul. 
tivated and encouraged among us. | 

Musical Students whose principal Aim maj be only to execute these Pieces on a keyed Instrument, аге earnest - 
ly admonished to begin their Practice upon those which are the least complicated · — For Exaniple, the first Prelude 


(omitting the Fugue following it). The second Prelude with the Fugue: the fifth Prelude and Fugue: the sixth 


ninth, 









and eleventh of both, and by the Time these are mastered, they will be enabled and well qualified to venture upon 
any remaining among the twelve. __ We however recommend the third Prelude and Fugue, and the eighth, and twelfth, 
among the lastto be attempted, because they are set in Keys less in Use in England than upon the Continent, and there- 
fore are at first puzzling, and require a constant and persevering Application. : gr 
The daily Practice of the Diatonic Scale throughout all the Keys, Major 82 Minor, will also be found а powerful. 
Assistance towards the correct Performance of the more abstruse Passages. 
One most essential Advice must be added, that whoever determines upon executing the following: Pages with Precision, 
must steadily resolve upon practising them at first, in very slow Time: for since there is not a singleNote among them 
that can be omitted, without a material Injury to their Effect, И is absolutely indispensable, thoroughly to understand the 
Career of the whole Modulation, which will not be possible, unless each Bar be studied with that patient Industry, which 
Shall secure the true Position of every Finger upon its designed Key. - This «certainly is attainable by no other Means 
whatever than practising at an exceedingly slow Pace, until the Fingers shall have (as it were mechanically) found their 
exact Places on the Clavier, which by constant careful Habit they surely:will, with hardly a Probability of any Failure. 
And as soon as the Student can play one of the Pieces set in five or six Sharps, or as many Flats,without the Necessity 
of looking at his Fingers in order to hit the true Distances, he may securely venture to increase the Speed of his 
March (although only by slow Degrees) and he will gradually arrive at the true Time of performing those Movements 
which require a brisk Execution. 
The present Edition is characterized not only by Clearness, and Precision in the Text, and the Manner of engraving 
11, but also by Annotations, explanatory of the several ingenious and surprizing Contrivances in the Treatment of 
the Subject throughout all the Fugues. | ; 
The following Marks are employed for the aforesaid Purpose. | 
/\ points out the Subject in its direct Ratio, or in its natural Order in the Scale of. Intervals chosen for it. 
V .denotes the contrary, and that the Subject is inverted at the Interval where this Mark is applied. | 
/እ А ÁN these shew that either the first, second, or third Subject (if so many are employed) are repeated in direct Ratio, 
N SSS denote the contrary, as in the Explanation of the second Mark above. 
П shews that the Subject is diminished in its Measure, by one Half, or repeated in Intervals as quick again as at first. | 
U means that the Subject is diminished and inverted at the same Time. 3 
D shews that the Subject is augmented in double Ratio, or thatitis repeated in Intervals just as slow again as before.’ 


The Utility of these Notices must be obvious to every attentive Observer, and materially enhance the public Estimation 
of our present Edition; this first Specimen of which, we hope and trust will be found in all Respects satisfactory to those 
Lovers of Sublime and Beautiful Music who have honoured it with their Names and Support. | 
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